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[In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful]

The Book of Ikhlas (Sincerity)

]

Chapter: Exhortation Regarding It
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1. From Abu Kabshah al-Anmari, that he said: “The Messenger of Allah # said: ‘The parable of
this ummah is that of four people: A man whom Allah gives wealth and knowledge, so he acts

upon his knowledge with his wealth such that he spends it where it deserves to be spent; and a
man whom Allah gives knowledge but he does not give him wealth, such that he says: “If I had



299

like this one, I would spend it as he does.”” The Messenger of Allah # said: ‘So they are equal in
reward. And, a man whom Allah gives wealth and he does not give him knowledge, so he wastes
his money by not spending it where it deserves to be spent; and a man whom Allah did not give
knowledge nor wealth, so he says, “If I had like this one, I would spend it like he does.”” The
Messenger of Allah # said: ‘So they are equal in burden.’”

It was recorded by at-Tirmithi in the middle of a hadith, and he graded it sahih, and, Ahmad, Ibn
Majah, and the wording is his, and it was recorded by Abu ‘Awanah in his “Sahih” and it is
among his additions to Muslim.'
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2. And from Ibn ‘Abbas &% that among that which Allah’s Messenger # narrated from his Lord
¥ is: “Indeed Allah the Exalted, has written the good deeds and the bad deeds, then He
explained that: Whoever is about to do a good deed but he does not do it, then Allah writes with
Himself a complete good deed, and if he is about to do it and then does it, then Allah writes it
with Himself as ten good deeds up to seven hundred times, up to many times more. And whoever
is about to do a bad deed, but he does not do it, then Allah writes it with Himself as a complete
good deed. And if he is about to do it, and does it, then Allah writes it with Himself as one bad
deed.”

Agreed upon (recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim) and in one narration the wording is: “Allah
writes it as a bad deed or He erases it — and with Allah, no one is destroyed except the
destroyed.”
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3. And from Abu Hurayrah £ that the Messenger of Allah # said: “Allah ¥ said: ‘If My servant
wants to do a bad deed, then do not write it for him until he does it. If he does it, write it as it is.
And if he leaves it for My sake then write it as a good deed. And if he wishes to do a good deed

! That is, those narrations he collected that are not recorded by Muslim, and it was graded sahih li-ghairih by
Shaykh al-Albani in Sahih at-Targhib wat-Tarhib.



and he does not do it, then write it as a good deed for him. If he does it, write it for him as being
ten of its like up to seven hundred times.””

Agreed upon, and the wording is al-Bukhari’s.
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4. And in one of Muslim’s narrations: “Allah ¥& said: ‘If it occurs to My servant to do a good
deed then write it for him as a good deed as long as he does not do it. If he does it, I will write it
for him as being ten of its like,”” until the rest of the hadith. And in one narration: ‘“He only left

it for My sake.’”
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5. And Abu ad-Darda’ conveyed that narrating the Prophet # said: “Whoever goes to his bed
while he intends to perform salah during the night, then his eyes overcome him until he reaches
the morning, the he shall have what he intended, and his sleep was a charity for him from his
Lord.”

It was recorded by an-Nasa’i and Ibn Majah, and Ibn Hibban graded it sahih,” but with him it is:
“From Abu Tharr or Abu ad-Darda’ with a doubt as to which one it is.

1 Warning From Riya (Showing Off)
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6. From Jundab bin ‘Abdullah £, he said: “The Prophet # said: “Whoever does something to be
heard, Allah will make him heard of, and whoever shows off ,then Allah will make him seen.’”

Agreed upon, and his saying: “samma ”* with tashdid, means: “Makes his deeds manifest for the
people to see.”

2 It was graded hasan sahih by Shaykh al-Albani in Sahih at-Targhib wat-Tarhib.
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7. And from Shaddad bin Aws s, that he heard the Prophet # say: “Whoever fasts to show off
then he has committed shirk, and whoever performs salah to show off, then he has committed
shirk, and whoever gives charity to show off then he has committed shirk.”

It was recorded by al-Bayhagi in summarized and in complete form.’
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8. From Mahmud bin Labid, that he said: “The Prophet # came out and said: ‘O people! Beware
of the shirk of the secrets.” They said: ‘And what is the shirk of the secrets?’ He said: “A man

will stand to perform salah, then he will strive to beautify his salah whenever he sees the people
are looking at him, so that is the shirk of the secrets.””

It is recorded by Ibn Khuzaymah.*
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9. And from Abu Sa‘id bin Abi Fadalah — and he was one of the Companions — he said: “I heard
the Messenger of Allah # say: ‘Whenever Allah gathers together the first and the last of the
people on the Day of Judgement — a day about which there is no doubt — a caller will call out:
“Whoever used to commit shirk in his actions for Allah, then let him seek his reward from him
[whom he used to associate with Allah], because Allah is the partner who is least in need of the
shirk.”

It is recorded by at-Tirmithi and Ibn Majah and al-Bayhagi and Ibn Hibban graded it sahih.’

3 It was recorded by Ahmad, al-Hakim, at-Tabarani and others. It was graded weak by Shaykhs Mugbil bin Hadi in
his notes on al-Mustadrak (no. 8019), al-Albani (see Da ‘if at-Targhib where he graded it da‘if, and Hidayat ar-
Ruwah no. 5260), and Shu‘aib al-Arna’ut in Musnad Ahmad (no.17140 4:125-126) — because of Shahr bin Hawshab.
As for the meaning of the hadith and its basis in the religion, it is obvious that fasting, salah and charity are among
the deeds mentioned in the other texts regarding riya’.

* It was graded hasan by Shaykh al-Albani in Sahih at-Targhib wat-Tarhib.

> It was graded hasan by Shaykh al-Albani in Sahih at-Targhib wat-Tarhib.
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10. And from Anas bin Malik, that he said: “The Messenger of Allah #£ said: ‘A sealed scroll
will be brought on the Day of Judgement, and it will be stretched out before Allah 3&. So He 3&
will say: “Toss these out and accept these.” The angels will say: “By Your Honor! We do not see
anything but good!” Allah ¥ will say: ‘This was for other than My Face, and I do not accept
anything except what was done seeking My Face.””

It was recorded by al-Bazzar, at-Tabarani and al-Bayhaqi.’
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11. And from Abu ‘Ali, a man from Bani Kahil, he said: “Abu Musa al-Asha‘ri gave us a sermon
in which he said: ‘O people! Beware of this shirk because it is more hidden than the crawling of
an ant. The Messenger of Allah # gave us a sermon one day and said: “O people! Beware of this
shirk because it is more hidden than the crawling of an ant.” So it was said to him: “How can we
beware of it when it is more hidden than the crawling of an ant?” He said: “Say: ‘[O Allah!
Indeed we] seek refuge in You from committing any shirk with you while we are aware of it, and
we ask for Your forgiveness for that which we are not aware of.””

It was recorded by Ahmad and at-Tabarani, and similar is with Abu Ya‘la from the hadiths of
Huthayfah.’

® It was graded da‘if by Shaykh al-Albani in Da‘if at-Targhib wat-Tarhib, see also ad-Da‘ifah no. 6638.
"1t was graded hasan li-ghairih by Shaykh al-Albani in Sahih at-Targhib wat-Tarhib. As for the Huthayfah, see ad-
Da‘ifah no. 3755.
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